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first concerned with the promotion of higher education; it must
waive the right to control the development of science, but ought
to have more than the functions of a policeman watching over a
private business. The choice of the head of the university must
remain with the State; the appointments of professors must be
approved by the State; the professors are to be considered as
State officials and, as such, take an oath of, allegiance to the
Crown and the laws of the State. On this basis, it is claimed, the
university will live in the frame of what the committee call the
Rechtsstaat, not under the yoke of a Polizeistaat. The State, in
a way, represents the nation; and the attitude of the committee,
in regard to.the university and science, is strongly nationalistic:
'The universities must become schools of national energy';
* The schools of all grades must have one soul, the very soul of
the nation*. This nationalism centred in the idea of the State
was, however, qualified by the limitation which made university
autonomy possible: 'We want our State to be strong but, just
because of that, it must not monopolize what cannot be in its
power.'
This attitude towards higher education and its relations with
the State was that of the German builders of the nineteenth-
century universities. The report seems to have the German
system as a model, both in the main lines and in most details.
Academic freedom, competition between public and private
teachers, seminars, State examination as completely distinct from
university degrees, the idea of universities as training centres for
scientific research, and the principle of the national function of
higher education are avowedly suggested to the ministerial com-
mittee by the German examples, which seemed to have found the
right formula for collaboration between the State and higher
education.